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Safer	Chemicals,	Healthy	Families	and	
the	Mind	the	Store	Campaign



Examples	of	Toxic	Chemicals	We’re	
Working	to	Reduce	and	Eliminate



Benchmarking	Retailers	on	Their	
Chemical	Policies	(and	lack	there-of)





2017	Report	Card	Ranking	Thirty	Retailers	
on	New	Website:	RetailerReportCard.com



Methodology	and	Metrics	
for	Report	Card

• Evaluation	of	30	retailers	based	on	publicly	
available	information,	across	11	consumer	
product	sectors

• 14	key	metrics
• 9	primary:	policy,		oversight,	accountability,	

disclosure,	action,	safer	alternatives,	
transparency,	chemical	footprint,	3rd party	
standards

• 5		extra	credit:	joint	announcement,	
continuous	improvement,	safer	products,	
collaboration,	impact	investment

• Harmonization	with	Chemical	Footprint	
Project	(CFP)

• 135	possible	number	points	and	
corresponding	letter	grades

• Draft	scores	shared	w/	companies	in	advance









Highest	and	Lowest	Scoring	Retailers







Five	Key	Findings



Priority	Chemicals	for	Mind	the	Store	
Campaign	in	2018

• Flame	retardants
– Electronics,	kids	
products

– TV	report	last	year
• Phthalates
– Vinyl	plastics	(bldg	
materials),	fragranced	
products,	food	(e.g.	
mac	n	cheese)

• PFAS	chemicals
– Food	packaging,	
textiles

– Recent	letters	to	
grocery	and	fast	food	
chains

• Solvents	(methylene	
chloride	and	NMP)
– Paint	strippers



Lowe’s	Campaign	Launch:	March	2018
• Breaking	Drew	Wynne’s	story	on	national	CBS	story
• Launching	campaign	day	of	CBS	story	– press	
teleconference









Lowe’s	commits	to	ban	toxic	paint	
strippers	globally	by	end	of	2018



The	Domino	
Effect

Commitments	from	3	additional	chains	
=	over	25,000	stores	combined	pulling	
toxic	paint	strippers	from	shelves!



Additional	Progress	in	2018
• January	2018:	Trader	Joe’s	– phasing	out	bisphenols	in	receipt	paper	in	

all	their	stores
• April	2018:	Target	– new	guidance	to	suppliers	around	implementing	

policy,	signs	onto	ZDHC,	adopting	ZDHC	restrictions	on	chemicals	in	
wastewater

• April	2018:	The	Home	Depot	– restrictions	on	phthalates,	parabens,	
TCE,	NPE’s,	and	other	priority	chemicals	in	household	cleaning	products

• May	2018:	Multi-retailer	beauty	and	personal	care	products	(BPC)	
scorecard	criteria	finalized,	new	list	of	chemicals	retailers	aligning	
around.	

• September	2018:	Rite	Aid	launches chemicals	policy
• October	2018:	Amazon	launches chemicals	policy
• Coming	soon!	Walgreens,	Lowe’s,	Staples,	others



2018	Report	Card	– Expanded	to	40	Retailers	–
New	Chains	Being	Evaluated:

• Apparel	store
– Nordstrom

• Dollar	Store	chain
– 99	Cents	Only

• Grocery	stores
– Aldi	(Aldi	Sud)
– Loblaws	
– Publix
– Sobeys

• Restaurant	/	fast	food	
chains
– McDonalds
– Panera	Bread
– Restaurant	Brands	
International	(Burger	
King,	Popeyes,	Tim	
Hortons)

– Starbucks
– Subway
– Yum!	Brands	(KFC,	Pizza	
Hut,	Taco	Bell)



Thank	you.
Visit	RetailerReportCard.com to	
read	last	year’s	report	card

Get	in	touch:
mikeschade@saferchemicals.org

@Mike_Schade	
@SaferChemicals

Join	the	conversation	at	
#MindTheStore


